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PEERLESS 2.0 GT (PHASE 1) CHECK LIST
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Commission Number


Check that the number  (on a black plate on inner wing under bonnet) relates to a factory produced Phase 1





Trim


Check for original or good quality replacement trim, including door panels, headlining carpet and three spoke wood rim steering wheel (with no rivets)





Bodywork


Look at the reflections in the paintwork, is it rippled. Make sure it hasn’t had a quick blow over as stress cracks and crazing will appear very quickly after poor body preparation.





Exterior Trim


Check that it has original badges, headlight rims, bonnet hinges, ‘P’grill logo, correct door handles, bumpers, fuel filler caps.





Chassis Corrosion


Inspect the chassis thoroughly, as space frame is prone to corrosion if not maintained. Check driver and passenger footwell plates and all tubes in the underside footwell and sill area. Also check any tubes exposed to wheel spray. Front Apron cross member usually rots very quickly due to standing water. 





Engine and Transmission


Check for good oil pressure, decent compression, no coolant/oil/petrol leaks, and check for white deposits inside the rocker cover. Ask how regularly the coolant system has been flushed (rear cylinder water jackets can become clogged causing overheating as with all TR 2,3,4 engines. Make sure carburettors (HS4 SUs) are not badly worn, as these will require replacement or refurbishment at high cost. Check for original type or good quality air filters as open trumpets can cause excessive engine wear. Check that gearbox is smooth and that overdrive operates on 2nd 3rd and top gear (which also should have effective synchromesh) and is not excessively sluggish to engage. (Check that it does not drop out under load or when the car is hot. Check condition of water pump, fanbelt, engine mountings, exhaust/inlet manifolds and engine and gearbox mountings. Make sure the engine runs smoothly at tickover (800 RPM). Check for excessive wear in prop and half shaft universal joints as well as play due to worn halfshaft splines or differential gears. Check the Differential for excessive oil leaks and make sure it doesn’t make a whining noise while driving. Finally check wheel bearings, suspension, wire wheel splines on hubs/wheels and shocks for wear.  





Electrics


Check that the loom (woven cotton if original) is in good condition and professional bullet type connections are prominent (not scotch or choc blocks). Peerlesses often have bad earths so burnt or melted looking wiring is a sign of poor electrics. Make sure the ammeter shows a healthy charge on start up and copes with all electric items turned on without excessive discharge. 





Glass


Make sure you have a rear ‘glass’ windscreen, as these are unobtainable from stock. Side glass can be cut from flat and front is available, though price is climbing.





Approximately 250 Phase 1 Peerlesses were made between May 1958 and July 1959 and should therefore have commission numbers between GT2/00001 and GT2/00250. Be wary of people selling ‘The Le Mans Car’ (the actual racecar is accounted for and the backup car (race number 63), will have one of only two or three specific chassis numbers). One of the design issues with Phase 1 cars is that the body was bonded on to the chassis (this tended to make the tubes rot quite quickly and makes a body off restoration a little harder. Beware of expensive cars with cheep re-sprays and hidden chassis rot. There will always be some cracks somewhere in the gel coat, usually around areas of high stress (fuel filler caps, A, B and C posts). Door hinges are often poor on Phase 1 cars, causing bad door alignment/closing and this can take time to remedy. Check that you have an original Phase 1 bonnet with two small humps and not the later, larger single offside air intake. The headlamps should protrude from the front of the car and be finished with a Phase 1 specific Chrome headlight rims (not standard Mini rims found on most 60’s cars) they should not be set back. Furthermore, a good sign that the car is genuine Phase 1, is that the driver and passenger side windows should have no fixed quaterlight, there should be just one sheet of glass. Finally, if you’re not sure about any aspect of a Peerless that you wish to buy, please contact the Register and we will try our very best to help.








